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What are the KS1 SATS?

The KS1 tests are designed to assess the children’s knowledge and 
understanding of the key stage one programmes of study in English 
(spelling, punctuation, grammar and reading) and Maths. 

Although the SATS are optional we still do them as part of our normal half 
termly assessment cycle to support our judgements of pupil's progress. 
There is no pass or fail! Teacher judgement is the final decision. 



Assessment Levels

At the end of Key Stage 1, pupils are expected to be ‘inline’ with national 
expectations. The results of the SATS and teacher judgements will be shared 
in your child’s end of year report. 

The gradings given will be as follows: 
- Working towards
- Working inline 
- Working above



KS1 SATS

• 1 Spelling Paper 
• 1 SPAG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) Paper
• 2 Reading Papers
• 2 Maths Papers



Spelling Paper

• Pupils are tested on high frequency words for years 1 and 2 that follow the 
spelling rules taught. 

• The teacher reads the word, reads the word in a sentence, reads the word 
again. Pupils write the word. 

• Spellings have to be accurate, including handwriting! 



Spelling Paper  



SPAG Paper

• Tenses

• Punctuation

• Word classes (adjective, 
verb, noun, adverb) 

• Conjunctions 

• Apostrophes 



Reading Paper 1

• Contains two different texts. 
• Texts cover range of non-fiction, fiction and poetry texts. 
• Text and questions are in the same booklet. 
• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding 

of a child’s reading
• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require 

short answers and some require an extended response or explanation. 
• Takes approximately 30-40 mins to complete although timings are a 

guideline.



Reading Paper 1 

• Texts cover range of non-fiction, fiction and poetry texts

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a 
child’s reading

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require short 
answers and some require an extended response or explanation. 

• Takes approximately 30-40 mins to complete although timings are a guideline.



Reading Paper 2

• Booklet contains 2 different texts including a range of non-fiction, fiction 
and poetry texts. 

• Text and questions are in different booklets. 
• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding 

of a child’s reading as well as pupil’s reading stamina.  
• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require 

short answers and some require an extended response or explanation. 



Reading Paper 2 

• Booklet contains 2 different texts including a range of non-fiction, fiction 
and poetry texts. 

• Text and questions are in different booklets. 

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding 
of a child’s reading as well as pupil’s reading stamina.  

• Some questions are multiple choice or selected response, others require 
short answers and some require an extended response or explanation. 



Maths Papers

• Children will sit two tests. Paper 1 and Paper 2. 
• Paper 1 is for arithmetic, lasting approximately 25 minutes and worth 25 

marks. It covers calculation methods for all operations. 
• Paper 2 covers problem solving (2 step problems), reasoning and 

mathematical knowledge including shape, money, turns, rotations, 
statistics, time and fractions.

• Paper 2  takes approximately 35 minutes and is worth 35 marks. 
• Timings are approximal. During paper 2 we often give children a break in 

the middle. 



Maths Paper –
Arithmetic 

• Missing number 
• Number bond knowledge 

• Addition and subtraction 
• Multiplication and division
• Fraction knowledge 



Maths Paper – Reasoning 



Writing Moderation

• We will use a selection of writing that the children have completed over 
the year to help us make an overall judgment. 

• Pupils should be able to write simple, coherent narratives about personal 
experiences and those of others. 



Writing Expectations



Writing Expectations



How to support at home

• Practise times tables, number bonds and spellings with pupils (TT 
RockStars, Numbots and EdShed) 

• Complete Purple Mash tasks set – these practice skills from throughout 
week and gaps in learning. 

• Use Reading Question stems when pupils are reading to you. 
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