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AT DILKES ACADEMY, WE FOCUS ON 3 
ASPECTS OF READING:

DECODING COMPREHENSION ATTITUDE



HOW DO WE TEACH READING AT DILKES 
ACADEMY?

Reading is taught during daily guided 
reading sessions and a weekly 
reading comprehension session.

Children are assessed at the end 
of every half term to check 
their progress and attainment in 
reading and understanding.



To be working at age related expectations, by the end of 

the Autumn term, your child should be meeting the 

following targets:



To be working at age related expectations, by the end of 

the Spring term, your child should be meeting the 

following targets:



To be working at age related expectations, by the end of 

the Summer term, your child should be meeting the 

following targets:



Comprehension is the 

key skill that is 

developed throughout 

Year 4, and when 

reading at home, you 

should be asking your 

child a range of question 

types to check their 

comprehension and 

understanding of the 

text, not just their 

fluency when reading.

DIFFERENT TYPES OF 

COMPREHENSION 

QUESTIONS:

Retrieval

Inference

Language use

Word meaning

Structure and organisation



When Tim drew back his sitting-room curtains, he saw the ruined 

flowerbeds and he was furious.

'Oh! Not again!' Mary said when he went into the kitchen and told her.

Tim set off to speak to Mr. Jackson about the flock getting out and doing 

more damage.

'This time,' Tim thought, 'I shall ask him to tidy it all up and pay for new 

plants.'

Retrieval:   What did Tim do in the sitting-room?

Inference:   What sort of creature walked on the flowers? Find evidence to explain 

 your answer.

Language:  Which word shows that Tim is angry?

Word meaning: Find a word that means damaged. 

Organisation:  Why did the author use exclamation marks in the second sentence?

EXAMPLE QUESTIONS



THINGS THAT YOU CAN DO TO SUPPORT YOUR 

CHILD’S READING DEVELOPMENT:

• Listen to your child read – encourage them to read fluently and with expression, 

and to decode unfamiliar words (rather than just telling them what the tricky 

word is).

• Read to your child (model good reading skills).

• Ask a range of questions to check your child’s understanding, e.g. retrieval, 

inference and word meaning questions.

• Discuss their ideas about the book, their opinions and encourage them to make 

connections with other books they’ve read (discussing similarities and 

differences).

Expectations

Your child should be reading for a minimum of 25 minutes every day, and then 

logging this with their summary on the online reading diary.

If there is ever any reason why your child cannot read / sign the diary on a certain day, 

please write a short note for the child to take to their class teacher to explain the 

reasons so they are not kept in to read if there is a valid excuse ☺



On the following slides, there are some question stems 

you can use to question your child when reading at 

home. 

These are the sorts of question stems they will hear 

during guided reading, reading comprehension sessions 

and assessments.

In assessment questions, a lot of the time children will be 

asked to provide quotes / evidence to support their 

answers, so encourage your children to do the same at 

home.









ANY QUESTIONS?
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