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HOW IS WRITING 

TAUGHT AT DILKES?

Each writing topic usually follows a 2-week 

cycle.

Week 1 - Immersion 

Week 2 - Innovation/Invention 



WEEK 1 - IMMERSION

• Children are exposed to a stimulus (e.g. a video, story or 
text) and a particular type of writing genre. (e.g. narrative, 
report, persuasion)

• A range of activities are undertaken throughout the week 
to ensure that the children understand both the stimulus 
and genre enough to later use it to innovate a piece of 
writing themselves.



WEEK 1 - IMMERSION
The immersion stage can include:
• Recalling and ordering events in a story

• Creating a story map

• Drama activities – hot seating, re-enacting scenes etc.

• Debating topics

• Research into non-fiction topics

• Planning their own version of a story (innovation)

Each immersion week also contains one incidental piece of writing that requires 

the children to apply their understanding – e.g. diary entries in character, 

setting descriptions, character descriptions etc.



WEEK 2 –

INNOVATION/INVENTION
• In the second week, the children will then write their own text based on what 

they have been immersed in during the previous week. Each topic lends itself 
to the inclusion of the year group targets and expectations.

This can include:

• Retelling a narrative (having changed key details such as 

characters or settings, or just retelling it with the intent to 

describe and include clear characterization)

• Writing a persuasive letter

• Creating a non-chronological report

• Writing a piece of poetry

• Recording events in a recount/newspaper report
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HOW IS A WRITING LESSON 

STRUCTURED?

Starter – The children will be given an engaging activity to do with an area for 
development. 

Present - When the children are expected to produce a piece of writing in their books, 
the class will engage in a ‘shared’ write. The teacher and the children work together to 
create an example of whatever it is being written.

During this process, the teacher will call upon children for ideas and will also address 
any areas for development that have been identified in their previous pieces of work. 
It will also incorporate new learning and include the Y4 expectations.

Apply – the children will then write independently, aiming to include the 
expectations for Y4

Review/Plenary – The children will be given opportunity to review their work with a 
partner or independently. 
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YR 4 YEARLY PLAN
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YEAR 3

EXPECTATIONS

AUTUMN

SPRING

SUMMER



BY CHRISTMAS, A CHILD WORKING IN LINE 

WITH Y3 EXPECTATIONS WILL PRODUCE..
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Key areas:
• Legible and joined handwriting.
• Correct spelling of the Y3/4 words.
• All basic punctuation used 

accurately and correct tense.
• Sustained and clear ideas.
• A range of sentence openers.
• A range of verbs and adjectives to 

add impact
• Specific nouns to add detail e.g. 

poodle instead of dog.
• Clear structure and plot.
• Grouping ideas into paragraphs.
• Prepositions to describe 

place/position/time
• Conjunctions to extend sentences
• Starting to punctuate speech.
• Using key features of the text type – 

e.g. fiction / non-fiction.



BY CHRISTMAS, A CHILD WORKING ABOVE 

Y3 EXPECTATIONS WILL PRODUCE..
11

Key areas:
• Legible and joined 

handwriting.
• Correct spelling of the Y3/4 

words and homophones
• All basic punctuation used 

accurately and correct tense, 
plus high level punctuation 
(brackets, dashes, semicolons).

• A range of sentence structures 
e.g. relative clauses.

• Developing their own style of 
writing and personal flare.

• Using a comma to mark a 
clause / after fronted 
adverbials.

• Interesting, adventurous 
vocabulary / using lively, 
imaginative words.



AUTUMN

SPRING

SUMMER

Grammar and Punctuation Composition Transcription
1
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• I  wri te sentences which make sense and are correctly punctuated.  

• I  can correctly and consistently use tenses.

• I  use different adverbials to show time, for example. first, next, then, after a 

while, eventually.

• I  can join words and clauses with subordinating (e.g. although, since, if) and 

coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS for, and etc.)

• I  can use prepositions to describe position/place/time

• I  can add detail using noun phrases, for example, golden coins; and adverbs, for 

example. glistening brightly.

• I  am starting to punctuate speech.

• I  can use reported speech.

• I  can use a  range of verbs and adjectives to add impact to my work.

• I  can choose specific nouns to add detail, for example poodle rather 

than dog.

• I  try to make my wri ting interesting for my reader by adding detail or 

choosing suitable words. 

• I  can compose sentences using a wider range of structures

• I  can wri te a narrative with a  clear structure and plot

• I  can use a  range of devices and features of non-fiction such as sub-

headings.

• I  am starting to group my ideas into paragraphs.

• I  am starting to make some links between my ideas.

• I  try to spell unknown words using different 

s trategies. 

• I  can spell a range of medium and high frequency 

words

• I  can spell prefixes and suffixes correctly, for 

example, sub, pre, ed, tion.  

• The letters  I  wri te are the same s ize and are 

correctly formed and joined, and I make sure 

there is a space between each word.

• I  can recognise and spell homophones.

• I  can spell words correctly from the Year 3 and 4 

word l ist.

• I  can identify the root in longer words.
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• I  can wri te use a  variety of effective sentences, using the correct grammar 

(explain what I  mean, give my point of view).

• I  can accurately demarcate independent clauses (recognising when a sentence 

needs to end).

• I  can use a  comma to mark a clause.

• I  can use an apostrophe correctly for possession (singular and plural) and 

contractions for example, do not - don’t, it is – it’s.

• I  can use direct speech in my wri ting and punctuate it correctly.

• I  can use the variety of internal speech punctuation accurately.

• I  can use the layout in non-fiction to organise key things

• I  can l ink my paragraphs with connectives and adverbials.

• I  can use modals to suggest possibility.

• I  can s elect and use a  range of technical and descriptive language.

• I  can use effective verbs and adjectives to create impact.

• I  can use adverbs and adverbial phrases to add detail to actions.

• I  am starting to develop my own style of writing, for example. 

addressing the reader of my work.

• My stories have a  sequence of events which include a beginning, 

middle and end where the main conflict is resolved. 

• I  have tried to create pace in my s tory.

• I  can group related things into paragraphs.

• I  can spell common homophones.

• I  can apply common spelling rules, including 

common prefixes and suffixes.

• I  can use a  range of strategies to attempt new 

and i rregular words.

• The letters  I  wri te are the same s ize and are 

correctly formed and joined.

• I  can use a dictionary correctly to check the 

spellings of my work

• I  can spell words correctly from the Year 3 and 4 

word l ist
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• I  try to use different sentences to create effects, for example, simple and 

compound sentences, connectives (however, therefore, in addition) as 

openers. 

• I  am starting to use relative clauses, using ‘who’, ‘whose’, ‘which’, ‘that’, 

‘where’, ‘when’ relative pronouns.

• I  use the correct tense when writing, including perfect tense forms (present and 

past) where appropriate.

• I  can usually use the first or third person correctly (I, my, mine, ours he/she, 

his/her, theirs).

• My writing is organised into paragraphs to show different pieces of 

information, events or processes.

• My stories are well paced and balanced in content.

• I  can use adverbs and conjunctions to link paragraphs.

•  I  can use a comma after fronted adverbial phrases (including prepositional 

phrases) to add detail e. g.  After tea, Two days later, …

• I  can confidently use most of the features of the text-type I am 

trying to wri te.

• I  can carefully select detail to support the purpose of my wri ting and 

engage reader’s interest.

• I  can wri te a story with a build-up and complication that leads 

towards a clear ending using a paragraph for each.

• I  can choose some vocabulary to add interest or clarity or to 

introduce opinion or persuasion. 

• I  can wri te stories which include a range of strategies to describe 

settings.

• I  can create characters which are l inked either by description or 

feeling.

• I  can use words which are lively and imaginative in order to amuse, 

entertain, etc. the reader.

• I  can edit and improve my writing by changing grammar and 

vocabulary

• I  can confidently use a  range of strategies to spell 

unfamiliar and i rregular words.

• I  can wri te neatly and clearly using joined 

handwriting.

• I  can spell words correctly from the Year 3 and 4 

word l ist

YEAR 4 

EXPECTATIONS



BY CHRISTMAS, A CHILD WORKING IN LINE 

WITH Y4 EXPECTATIONS WILL PRODUCE..
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Key areas:
• Legible and joined handwriting.
• Correct spelling of the Y3/4 words.
• All basic punctuation used 

accurately and correct tense.
• Sustained and clear ideas.
• A range of sentence openers.
• A range of verbs and adjectives to 

add impact
• Specific nouns to add detail e.g. 

poodle instead of dog.
• Clear structure and plot.
• Grouping ideas into paragraphs.
• Prepositions to describe 

place/position/time
• Conjunctions to extend sentences
• Starting to punctuate speech.
• Using key features of the text type – 

e.g. fiction / non-fiction.



BY CHRISTMAS, A CHILD WORKING ABOVE Y4 

EXPECTATIONS WILL PRODUCE..
14

Key areas:
• Legible and joined 

handwriting.
• Correct spelling of the Y3/4 

words and homophones
• All basic punctuation used 

accurately and correct tense, 
plus high level punctuation 
(brackets, dashes, semicolons).

• A range of sentence structures 
e.g. relative clauses.

• Developing their own style of 
writing and personal flare.

• Using a comma to mark a 
clause / after fronted 
adverbials.

• Interesting, adventurous 
vocabulary / using lively, 
imaginative words.



Y3/4 SPELLING WORDS 15

Weekly Spelling Shed 
tasks/word lists directly 

help with the learning of 
these words, alongside the 
spelling sessions delivered 

in class.



HANDWRITING 16

• Children should be using joined, 
cursive handwriting in order to meet 
Year 3 and 4 writing expectations.

• Some of your children may have been 
asked to use break letters (not joining) 
in order to work on their letter 
formation (size and consistency) 
before moving onto using cursive 
writing.



HOW DOES READING LINK WITH 

WRITING?
It is important that children are reading regularly at home and challenging themselves with different types of 
texts.    

There are several inks between reading and writing:

• Reading different genres helps the children to understand the key features of these text types and makes it 
easier for them to then create their own versions

• Reading helps them to widen and develop their vocabulary bank enabling them to add more detail to their 
writing

• Children will often use inspiration from stories they know to create characters and settings when writing 
an original story

• Children experience a wide range of punctuation when reading and this can help them to understand where 
to use them in their own writing
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HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD AT HOME

• Ensuring Mirodo homework tasks are always completed to a high standard. Have your children explain 
concepts to you as this helps embed their knowledge.

• Practice spellings. This can be done formally at the table, or walking to school. Promote the use of spelling 
shed ☺ 

• Make a vocabulary bank of interesting words as your child reads and encourage them to use this in 
conversation (e.g. adjectives, powerful verbs).

• Encourage your child to write everyday, for example keeping a short diary of what they have done, write a 
story or write a character description from a film they have watched, writing their reading log summary.

• Write a spoof piece of text for your child to improve. Children LOVE correcting your mistakes (focus on Year 
3/4 spellings, missed punctuation, grammatical mistakes and improving your verbs/adjectives)

• Encourage your child to enter any Dilkes writing competitions and promote ‘golden writer / handwriter of 
the week’
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